WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. A communication device comprising: 

means for logging into a server that offers instant message 
service / 

means for receiving an instant message having a forwarding 
destination; 

means for storing the instant message; 

means for detecting whether or not a user designated as the 
forwarding destination is logged in the server; and 

means for transmitting to the forwarding destination, the 
instant message stored in the means for storing when the user logs 
into the server. 

2. The communication device according to claim 1, further 
comprising : 

means for adding to an instant message to be transmitted to 
the user, information of a transmitter included in the instant message 
received by the means for receiving. 

3. The communication device according to claim 2, further 
comprising : 

means for transmitting to the transmitter, when a prescribed 
period of time elapses after the means for receiving receives the 
instant message, an instant message indicating such a fact. 
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4 . The communication device according to claim 1, wherein the 
means for detecting detects whether or not the user is logged in the 
server by inquiring the server. 

5. The communication device according to claim 1, wherein the 
means for receiving receives a first instant message including a 
transmission destination, a transmitter, a forwarding destination 
and a main text. 

6. The communication device according to claim 5, further 
comprising : 

means for generating a second instant message including a 
transmission destination, a transmitter, a forwarder and a main text 
in accordance with the first instant message. 

7. A communication device comprising: 

means for logging into a server that offers instant message 
service; 

means for receiving from a client terminal of a forwarder, an 
instant message including identification information of a client 
terminal of a forwarding destination; 

means for storing the instant message; 

means for detecting whether or not the client terminal of the 
forwarding destination is under active status; and 

means for transmitting the instant message stored in the means 
for storing to the client terminal of the forwarding destination when 
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the client terminal of the forwarding destination is under the active 
status . 

8. The communication device according to claim 7, further 
comprising : 

means for adding to an instant message to be transmitted to 
the client terminal of the forwarding destination, information of 
a transmitter included in the instant message received from the client 
terminal device of the forwarder by the means for receiving. 

9. The communication device according to claim 7, further 
comprising : 

means for transmitting to the client terminal of the forwarder, 
when a prescribed period of time elapses after the means for receiving 
receives the instant message and the instant message fails to be 
transmitted to the client terminal of the forwarding destination, 
an instant message indicating such a fact. 

10. The communication device according to claim 7, wherein 
the means for detecting detects whether or not the client terminal 
of the forwarding destination is under the active status by inquiring 
the server. 

11. The communication device according to claim 7, wherein 
the means for receiving receives from the client terminal of the 
forwarder, a first instant message including identification 
information of the communication device as transmission destination 
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information, identification information of the client terminal of 
the forwarder as transmitter information, identification 
information of the client terminal of the forwarding destination as 
forwarding destination information, and main text. 

12. The communication device according to claim 11, further 
comprising : 

means for generating a second instant message including the 
identification information of the client terminal of the forwarding 
destination as transmission destination information, the 
identification information of the communication device as 
transmitter information, the identification information of the 
client terminal of the forwarder as forwarder information, and main 
text, in accordance with the first instant message; 

wherein when the client terminal of the forwarding destination 
is under the active status, the means for transmitting transmits the 
second instant message to the client terminal of the forwarding 
destination . 

13. A communication method comprising the steps of: 
detecting by a terminal of a forwarder, whether or not a user 

of a terminal of a forwarding destination is logged in an instant 
message server; 

transmitting ■ an instant message including identification 
information of the terminal of the forwarding destination from the 
terminal of the forwarder to a communication device when the user 
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of the forwarding destination is not logged in the instant message 
server; 

storing the instant message received from the terminal of the 
forwarder in means for storing of the communication device; 

detecting by the communication device, whether or not the user 
of the forwarding destination designated as the terminal of the 
forwarding destination is logged in the instant message server; and 

transmitting the instant message stored in the means for 
storing from the communication device to the terminal of the 
forwarding destination when the user of the forwarding destination 
logs into the instant message server. 

14. The communication method according to claim 13, further 
comprising the step of: 

adding to an instant message to be transmitted from the 
communication device to the terminal of the forwarding destination, 
transmitter information included in the instant message which the 
communication device received from the terminal of the forwarder. 

15. The communication method according to claim 13, further 
comprising the step of: 

transmitting, when a prescribed period of time elapses after 
the communication device receives the instant message from the 
terminal of the forwarder, an instant message indicating such a fact 
from the communication device to the terminal of the forwarder. 
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16. The communication method according to claim 13, further 
comprising the step of: 

transmitting the instant message from the terminal of the 
forwarder to the terminal of the forwarding destination without 
intervening the communication device when the user of the forwarding 
destination is logged in the instant message server. 

17. The communication method according to claim 13, further 
comprising the step of: 

detecting whether or not the user of the forwarding destination 
is logged into the instant message server by inquiring the instant 
message server. 

18. The communication method according to claim 13, further 
comprising the step of: 

receiving a first instant message including a transmission 
destination, a transmitter, a forwarding destination and main text 
from the terminal of the forwarder. 

19. The communication method according to claim 18, further 
comprising the step of: 

generating a second instant message including a transmission 
destination, a transmitter, a forwarder and main text as an instant 
message to be transmitted to the terminal of the forwarding 
destination in accordance with the first instant message. 
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